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PREFACE 

For  some  time  the  author  has  been  investigating-  illit- 
eracy trends  in  the  United  States,  and  in  particular  in  New 
Mexico.  Under  his  direction  Mr.  Russell  Ackerman,  a 
graduate  student  in  the  University  of  New  Mexico,  has 
written  a  thesis  on  illiteracy  in  New  Mexico.  Much  of  the 
material  in  this  study  is  based  upon  data  from  Mr. 
Ackerman's  thesis. 

In  this  monograph  an  effort  has  been  made  to  state 
in  simple  terms  the  progress  that  New  Mexico  has  made 
toward  increasing  literacy.  Although  details  have  been 
kept  at  a  minimum  in  the  descriptive  part  of  the  report, 
sufficient  tabular  material  has  been  placed  in  the  appendix 
to  give  a  complete  picture  of  conditions  in  the  state.  The 
information  presented  should  throw  some  light  on  the  bur- 
den facing  the  public  schools  of  New  Mexico,  and  indicate 
the  extent  that  the  basal  educational  program  might  wisely 
be  curtailed  or  expanded.  The  fact  that  the  federal  gov- 
ernment is  now  granting  money  for  special  education,  as  a 
part  of  the  reconstruction  program,  makes  the  subject 
under  discussion  of  timely  interest. 


ERRATA 

On  p.  14,  line  19,  the  second  word  should  be  1910  instead  of  1930. 

On  p.  14,  line  21,  the  eleventh  word  should  be  18.8  instead  of  10.7. 

On  p.  14,  line  22,  the  first  word  should  be  Mora  instead  of  Tor- 
rance. 

On  p.  26,  line  30,  the  first  word  should  be  10-14  instead  of  10-16. 
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ILLITERACY    TRENDS    IN    NEW    MEXICO 

INCLUDING    COMPARISONS    OF    TRENDS    IN    NEW    MEXICO 
WITH  THOSE  IN  CERTAIN  OTHER  STATES  AND  THE 

UNITED  STATES 

Part  I 

INTRODUCTION 

The  Problem 

The  purpose  of  this  study  is  to  trace  trends  in  illiteracy 
in  New  Mexico  from  1870  1  to  1930  inclusive,  and  in  the 
counties  thereof  from  1910  to  1930  inclusive,  and  to  com- 
pare trends  in  the  state  with  those  in  the  United  States  as 
a  whole  and  in  certain  other  states  of  the  United  States. 
The  data  are  based  on  the  official  reports  of  the  federal 
government. 

The  term  illiteracy  as  used  in  this  study  has  the  same 
connotation  that  it  has  in  the  United  States  census  reports. 
Up  to  and  including  the  1920  census  it  meant  inability  to 
write  in  English  or  some  other  language.  In  the  1930 
reports  it  was  defined  as  inability  to  write  and  to  read  in 
any  language.  The  change  of  meaning,  however,  does  not 
affect  the  data  in  the  several  census  reports.  Those  able  to 
write  have  always  been  considered  as  able  to  read.  It  is 
contended  by  the  compilers  of  the  census  records  that  the 
data  on  illiteracy  in  the  several  reports  are  comparable.  In 
general,  the  illiterate  population  as  enumerated  in  the  cen- 
sus reports  may  be  assumed  to  comprise  only  those  persons 
who  have  had  no  schooling  or  formal  education. 

It  is  maintained  by  some  that  data  on  illiteracy  in 
New  Mexico  as  reported  by  the  federal  government  are  not 
reliable  on  account  of  the  method  used  in  collecting  them. 
It  is  probably  true  that  such  a  viewpoint  has  some  merit. 
Unless  the  native  population,  especially  the  illiterate  ele- 
ment, is  approached  tactfully  there  is  considerable  danger 


1  1870   was  the   first  date   on   which   all   illiterates    10   years   of  age   and   over   were 
enumerated. 
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that  reliable  information  will  not  be  obtained.  However,  if 
the  trends  over  a  period  of  years  for  the  several  age  groups 
are  observed  it  will  be  noticed  that  they  vary  with  condi- 
tions in  general,  and  that  they  are  in  accord  with  our 
national  progress.  It  is  reasonable  to  accept  the  data  as  an 
approximation  of  the  amount  of  illiteracy  in  the  state  and 
as  sufficiently  reliable  to  indicate  the  gravity  of  conditions 
in  New  Mexico,  especially  in  comparison  with  other  states 
and  the  United  States  as  a  whole. 

Method  of  Procedure 

By  means  of  tables  and  graphs  the  number  of  illiter- 
ates and  the  percentage  of  illiteracy  in  New  Mexico  are 
presented  for  the  several  age  groups,  10  years  and  over,  10 
to  14  inclusive,  10  to  20  inclusive,  and  21  and  over,  from 
1870  to  1930  inclusive.  Information  on  the  distribution  of 
illiteracy  according  to  sex,  according  to  urban  and  rural 
areas,  and  on  the  basis  of  nativity  is  shown. 

Illiteracy  is  next  presented  by  counties  in  New  Mexico 
from  1910  to  1930  inclusive.  It  was  not  deemed  worth 
while  to  go  back  more  than  three  census  dates  in  this  part 
of  the  study.  Several  counties  had  not  been  formed  by 
1910.  Data  for  a  period  of  such  length  should  give  a  suffi- 
ciently reliable  picture  of  trends  in  the  counties. 

Conditions  in  New  Mexico  are  then  compared  with 
those  in  the  United  States  as  a  whole,  and  with  the  three 
states  which  in  1930  represented  the  highest,  median,  and 
lowest  percentages  of  illiteracy.  Finally,  Newr  Mexico  is 
compared  with  Arizona  and  Texas,  two  bordering  states 
with  populations  somewhat  similar  to  that  embraced  within 
the  boundaries  of  New  Mexico,  especially  in  the  respect 
that  both  have  a  considerable  number  of  Spanish-speaking 
people  and  Mexican  immigrants,  and  one  has  a  large  Indian 
population.  It  is  not  to  be  denied,  however,  that  conditions 
in  New  Mexico  vary  greatly  from  those  in  any  of  the  states 
mentioned  on  account  of  the  existence  in  New  Mexico  of 
two  distinct  racial  cultures,  divided  about  equally  as  to 
population. 
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Part  II 
Illiteracy  in  New  Mexico 
In  the  State  as  a  Whole 
According  to  age  groups 

In  1870  in  New  Mexico  78.5  per  cent  of  the  population 
of  the  age  10  years  and  over  were  illiterate,  as  Figure  1 
shows.1    By  1930  illiteracy  in  this  group  had  fallen  to  about 

13.3  per  cent,  a  decrease  in  percentage  of  65.2.  The  rate  of 
reduction  was  somewhat  regular  from  1870  to  1910,  rang- 
ing between  10  and  15  per  cent  for  each  decade.  The  de- 
cline was  considerably  less  during  each  of  the  next  two 
ten-year  periods,  being  4.6  per  cent  from  1910  to  1920  and 
2.3  per  cent  from  1920  to  1930.  Not  only  did  the  percent- 
age of  illiteracy  decrease  during  these  several  periods,  but 
in  every  decade,  except  1870  to  1880  and  1900  to  1910,  the 
number  of  illiterates  diminished,  notwithstanding  the  fact 
that  the  population  increased. 

Illiteracy  is  much  higher  among  the  adults  than  among 
the  youths  or  children.  In  fact,  the  older  the  age  group  the 
higher  the  percentage  of  illiteracy.  In  1930,  for  instance, 
5.7  per  cent  of  those  of  the  age  10-20  years  "  were  illiterate, 

24.4  per  cent  of  those  of  the  age  55-64  years,  and  36.2  per 
cent  of  those  65  and  over. 

Improvement  among  the  younger  age  groups  has  been 
greater  than  among  the  older  age  groups.  In  1870  approx- 
imately 73  per  cent  of  the  age  group  10-14  were  illiterate. 
By  1930  the  percentage  had  dropped  to  5.1.  In  contrast,  75 
per  cent  of  those  21  years  and  over  were  illiterate  in  1870 
and  16.7  per  cent  in  1930. 

According  to  sex 

During  the  period  from  1870  to  1930  females  have 
always  constituted  a  larger  percentage  of  the  total  illiteracy 


1  Also  see  Table  I   for  details.     All  tables   have  been   placed   in   the  appendix. 
-  All  ages  thus   written   are   inclusive  of  both   the  lower  and   upper  limits. 
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in  the  state  than  have  males,  although  gradually  the  dif- 
ference has  been  reduced,  as  Figure  2  shows."     In   1870 
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Fig.  1.     Illiteracy  in  New  Mexico  and  the  United  States  from   1870  to  1930  in  Certain 
Age  Groups.     (Based  on   Tables   I   and   V.) 


about  85  per  cent  of  all  females  10  years  and  over  were  illit- 
erate, whereas  about  64  per  cent  of  the  males  were  illiter- 


See  Table  I   for  further  details. 
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ate.    In  1930  the  percentages  had  dropped  to  about  16  and 
11  respectively. 
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Fig.  2.     Illiteracy   on    the   Basis   of   Sex   in    New   Mexico   and   the   United   States   from 
1870  to  1930  in  the  Age  Group  Ten  Years  and  Over.   (Based  on  Tables  I  and  V.) 

On  the  basis  of  urban  and  rural  areas 

As  Figure  3  discloses,4  illiteracy  in  New  Mexico  has 


4  See  Table  II   for  further  details. 
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been  greater  in  the  rural  areas  than  in  the  urban  areas  from 
1910  to  1930/  This  is  true  for  all  age  groups.  The  differences 
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Fig.  3.     Illiteracy  Trends  in  New  Mexico  from   1910  to  1930   in  the  Urban  and   Rural 
Populations,   Classified   According  to  Age.     (Based  on   Table   II.) 

in  percentages  have  been  rather  marked.    For  example,  in 
1910  in  the  rural  areas  26  per  cent  of  those  21  years  and 


5  The  same  was  probably  true  prior  to  1910,  but  no  investigation  was  made  beyond 
this   date. 
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over  were  illiterate ;  and  in  the  urban  areas  about  9  per  cent 
of  those  of  the  same  age  were  classified  likewise.  In  1930 
the  percentages  had  dropped  to  about  21  and  7  respectively. 
Even  in  the  age  group  10-14  the  difference  in  terms  of  per- 
centage was  quite  pronounced,  indicating  probably  that  the 
schools  in  the  urban  areas  are  much  more  widespread  and 
reach  a  larger  percentage  of  the  population  than  schools  in 
the  rural  areas. 

According  to  nativity 

The  official  1930  census  reports  divide  the  population 
into  the  following  major  divisions :  Native  White,  Foreign- 
born  White,  Negro,  and  Other  Classes.  According  to  the 
data,'  7.7  per  cent  of  the  Native  White  population  were 
illiterate.  This  group  contained  44.8  per  cent  of  the  illit- 
eracy in  the  state  and  about  80  per  cent  of  the  population 
of  the  census  age,  that  is,  of  those  10  years  of  age  and  over. 
Foreign-born  Whites  and  Negroes  constitute  a  negligible 
percentage  of  the  total  illiteracy.  In  the  group  designated 
as  Other  Classes  36.4  per  cent  were  illiterate.  Although 
this  group  contained  only  about  20  per  cent  of  those  10 
years  and  over,  in  it  were  53.6  per  cent  of  the  illiterates  in 
the  state.  The  latter  group  is  comprised  almost  entirely  of 
Indians  and  persons  of  Mexican  birth  or  parentage  who 
were  not  definitely  returned  as  White  or  Indian.  There 
were  about  twice  as  many  of  the  latter  as  there  were  In- 
dians. According  to  the  1930  census  20,408  Indians  of  the 
age  10  years  and  over  lived  in  New  Mexico.  Of  this  number 
11,744,  or  57.5  per  cent,  were  illiterate.  About  78  per 
cent  of  the  illiteracy  in  the  Indian  population  was  in  the 
group  21  years  old  and  over.  Approximately  70  per  cent 
of  those  of  the  age  last  mentioned  were  illiterate.  It  is 
interesting  to  note  the  progress  that  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment has  made  in  removing  illiteracy  among  the  Indians 
in  the  last  thirty  years.     The  percentages  of  illiteracy  in 


6  See  Table   III    for   further  details 
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1910,  1920,  and  1930  were  respectively  81.7,  60.3,  and  57.5. 
The  progress  in  the  last  decade  was  very  little  indeed. 

Most  of  the  illiteracy,  probably  as  much  as  75  per  cent, 
in  New  Mexico  is  among  those  born  within  the  borders  of 
the  United  States,  and  most  of  these  of  parents  born  in  the 
United  States.7  In  fact,  30,212  illiterates,  or  approximately 
72  per  cent  of  the  total  illiteracy  in  New  Mexico,  are  native 
Whites  of  native  parentage,  or  Indians.  Since  many  of  the 
former  group  were  probably  born  in  New  Mexico  and  prac- 
tically all  of  the  latter,  it  is  reasonable  to  assume  that  a 
large  percentage  of  the  illiterates  in  the  state  are  natiye 
New  Mexicans,  and  largely  of  native  New  Mexican  parent- 
age. 

Illiteracy  in  the  several  counties  of  New  Mexico. 

In  Figure  4  are  presented  the  percentages  of  illiteracy 
since  1910  in  the  several  counties  of  New  Mexico.8  As  one 
would  expect  from  the  high  percentage  of  illiteracy  in  the 
state  as  a  whole,  illiteracy  is  high  in  many  of  the  counties. 
In  1930,  illiteracy  in  the  group  of  the  age  of  10  years 
and  over  ranged  from  60.5  per  cent  in  McKinley  County  to 
1.3  per  cent  in  Curry  County,  with  a  median  of  10.7  in 
Torrance  County. 

Although  conditions  have  improved  considerably  in 
practically  all  the  counties,  in  1930  more  than  20  per  cent 
of  the  population  in  each  of  four  counties,  namely:  San 
Juan,  McKinley,  Valencia,  and  Sandoval,  were  illiterate.  In 
each  of  six  counties — Lea,  Roosevelt,  Curry,  Union,  Quay, 
and  Chaves — however,  the  percentage  was  less  than  5.  Of 
these  six,  the  illiteracy  in  Lea  was  0.6  per  cent;  in  Roose- 
velt, 0.9  per  cent;  and  in  Curry,  1.1  per  cent.  Illiteracy  has 
been  low  in  all  six  of  these  counties  during  the  last  three  ten- 
year  periods,  not  exceeding  5  per  cent  in  any  county  except 
Union  in  1910  and  1920. 


*  Of  the  423,317  people  in  New  Mexico  in  1930  at  least  85  per  cent  were  born  in 
the  United  States,  and  probably  as  many  as  80  per  cent  are  offspring  of  parents 
born  in  the  United  States.  It  is  estimated  that  at  least  50  per  cent  of  the  population 
were  born  in  New  Mexico. 

8  See  Table  IV  for  further  details. 
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Fig.  4.     Illiteracy  in  the  Several  Counties  of  New  Mexico  in   1910,   1920,   and   1930  in 
the   Age   Group    Ten   Years   and    Over.     (Based   on    Table   IV.) 
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From  1920  to  1930  the  percentage  of  illiteracy  in- 
creased in  seven  counties,  namely:  San  Juan,  Mora,  Otero, 
De  Baca,  Luna,  Chaves,  and  Roosevelt.  The  increases  were 
slight  except  in  San  Juan  and  Mora  counties.  Why  the  in- 
creases occurred  is  not  evident.  During  this  period  a  de- 
crease in  population  occurred  in  Mora  County  and  consid- 
erable increase  in  San  Juan.  The  shifting  in  population 
might  account  for  such  an  unfavorable  trend  in  these 
two  counties. 

In  nine  counties  in  1930  more  than  15  per  cent  of  the 
population  were  illiterate.9  These  nine  counties  contained 
about  one-third  of  the  total  number  of  illiterates.  It  is  ob- 
vious that  it  will  be  necessary  to  concentrate  on  these  coun- 
ties in  order  to  reduce  substantially  the  percentage  of  illit- 
eracy in  the  state. 


'•'  San   Juan,   McKinley,    Valencia,    Sandoval,    Rio   Arriba,    San    Miguel,    Dona    Ana, 
Socorro,  and  Taos. 
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Part  III 

Comparison  of  Illiteracy  in  New  Mexico  With  That  in 
the  United  States  and  Certain  States 

Thereof 

Comparison  With  the  United  States  as  a  Whole 

In  general 

According  to  Figure  I  illiteracy  in  New  Mexico  during 
the  period  studied  has  always  been  much  higher  than  in 
the  United  States  for  each  of  the  several  age  groups.1  The 
differences  in  percentages,  however,  were  much  greater 
in  1870  than  in  the  last  two  census  periods.  For  instance,  in 
1870  of  all  those  10  years  of  age  and  over  in  the  United 
States  20  per  cent  were  illiterate,  and  in  New  Mexico  78.5 
per  cent  of  those  of  the  same  age  were  illiterate.  In  1930 
illiteracy  in  the  United  States  as  a  whole  in  this  group  had 
dropped  to  4.3  per  cent,  and  in  New  Mexico  to  13.3  per 
cent.  The  differences  were  much  the  same  for  each  of  the 
several  other  age  groups.  Since  1910  the  rate  of  decline  in 
New  Mexico  has  been  about  the  same  as  in  the  United 
States. 

On  the  basis  of  sex 

Between  1870  and  1915  2  in  the  United  States  the  per- 
centage of  illiteracy  was  greater  among  the  females  than 
among  the  males,  just  as  has  been  true  in  New  Mexico  from 
1870  to  the  present.  However,  since  about  1915  the  per- 
centage among  the  females  in  the  United  States  has  been 
less  than  among  the  males.  Figure  2  and  Table  V  present 
the  data  on  which  these  statements  are  based. 

Urban  and  rural  areas 

As  was  found  to  be  true  in  New  Mexico,  a  larger  per- 
centage of  illiteracy  occurs  in  the  rural  population  of  the 

1  See  Table  I  and  Table  V   for   further  details. 

-  This  date  is  approximate,   being  estimated   from   the   curve   in    Figure   6. 
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United  States  than  in  the  urban  population.3  Not  only  are 
the  percentages  for  the  United  States  less  than  for  New 
Mexico  but  the  difference  between  the  rural  and  urban  areas 
is  not  nearly  so  pronounced  for  the  United  States  as  for 
New  Mexico. 

Comparison  With  Other  States 
In  general 

In  the  several  decades  from  1870  to  1930  New  Mexico 
has  consistently  ranked  low  among  the  states  and  conti- 
nental territories  in  the  percentage  of  illiteracy.  In  1870 
and  1880  it  stood  lowest.  In  1890  there  were  two  states 
with  larger  percentages;  in  1900,  three;  in  1910,  six;  in 
1920,  four;  and  in  1930,  two.  These  were  in  the  main 
southern  states  with  large  Negro  populations.  The  two 
states  ranking  lower  than  New  Mexico  in  1930  were  South 
Carolina  and  Louisiana.  The  percentage  of  illiteracy  in  the 
former  was  14.9  and  in  the  latter,  13.5,  in  comparison  with 
13.3  per  cent  in  New  Mexico.  In  both  South  Carolina  and 
Louisiana  more  than  half  of  the  total  illiteracy  was  in  the 
Negro  population. 

With  highest,  median,  and  loivest  state 

In  Figure  5  illiteracy  in  New  Mexico  in  the  population 
10  years  of  age  and  over  is  compared  with  that  in  the  three 
states  which  in  1930  had  the  highest  percentage,  the  median 
percentage,  and  the  lowest  percentage  of  illiteracy.4  These 
states  are  respectively :  South  Carolina,  Colorado,  and  Iowa. 
In  New  Mexico  there  has  been  consistently  a  much  higher 
percentage  of  illiteracy  among  the  population  than  in  Colo- 
rado and  Iowa,  and  since  1890  nearly  as  large  a  percentage 
as  in  South  Carolina.  Between  1870  and  1890  New  Mexico 
had  a  larger  percentage  of  illiteracy  than  even  South  Caro- 
lina, as  is  evident  from  information  contained  in  the  imme- 
diately succeeding  subsection.   The  rate  of  decrease  in  New 


3  Data   on   New   Mexico   are   contained   in    Table   II    and   on   the   United    States    in 
Table   VI. 

4  See  Table  VII  for  further  details. 
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Mexico  since  1910  has  been  about  the  same  as  in  these  three 
states.  However,  the  percentage  of  illiteracy  in  New  Mexico 


N.  M. 

• 

♦ 

S.  C. 



Colo. 
Iowa 
U.S. 

1870 


1880 


1890        lyoo        1010 
Census  Years 


1920 


1030 


Fig.   5.     Comparison   of   Illiteracy    in   New   Mexico   in   the   Age   Group    Ten    Years   and 

Over,  from  1870  to  1930,  with  That  in  the  United  States  and  the  States  Having 

the   Highest    (S.    C),    Median     (Colo.),    and    Lowest    (Iowa)     Percentage    of 

Illiteracy    in    1930.      (Based   on   Tables   I,    V,   VII.) 

in  1930  was  13.3,  whereas  in  each  of  the  other  states  men- 
tioned it  was :  South  Carolina,  14.9 ;  Colorado,  2.8  per  cent ; 
and  Iowa,  0.8  per  cent. 
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Iowa  and  Colorado  have  never  had  a  serious  illiteracy 
problem.  This  is  particularly  true  of  the  former,  as  not 
over  5.7  per  cent  of  its  population  have  been  illiterate  on 
any  census  date  from  1870  to  the  present.  In  fifty  years 
not  more  than  5.2  per  cent  of  the  population  of  Colorado 
have  been  illiterate  on  any  census  date.  In  1870  the  per- 
centage of  illiteracy  was  18.1 ;  in  1880,  6.6;  and  in  1890,  5.2. 

It  is  reasonable  to  believe  that  at  the  present  rate  of 
decrease  New  Mexico  could  in  30  to  50  years  reduce  the 
percentage  of  illiteracy  to  the  level  of  that  in  the  states 
having  the  least  illiteracy,  provided  the  federal  government 
would  make  as  much  progress  among  the  Indians  as  the 
state  is  making  among  the  rest  of  the  population.  Such 
states  as  Iowa  can  make  relatively  little  further  progress  as 
there  is  practically  no  illiteracy  within  their  borders. 

With  bordering  states 

In  order  to  determine  how  New  Mexico  ranks  in  com- 
parison with  neighboring  states,  especially  with  those  hav- 
ing a  considerable  number  of  Spanish-speaking  people,  cer- 
tain comparisons  have  been  made  among  Arizona,  Texas, 
and  New  Mexico.  Figure  6  shows  that  there  is  a  higher 
percentage  of  illiteracy  in  New  Mexico  than  in  either  Ari- 
zona or  Texas,  and  with  the  exception  of  1910,  that  such 
has  always  been  true.5  In  the  year  mentioned  Arizona  con- 
tained only  a  slightly  larger  percentage  of  illiterates  than 
New  Mexico.  However,  since  1870  New  Mexico  has  made 
greater  improvement  than  either  of  these  states,  although 
since  1910  the  rate  of  decrease  for  New  Mexico  has  been 
less  than  for  Arizona  and  about  equal  to  that  for  Texas. 
The  percentage  of  illiteracy  in  Arizona  in  1930  was  10.1 
and  in  Texas,  6.8,  in  contrast  with  13.3  in  New  Mexico. 

In  1930  practically  all  the  illiteracy  in  Arizona  was  in 
the  group  designated  as  Other  Classes,  comprised  almost 
entirely  of  Indians  and  certain  persons  born  in  Mexico  or 
of  Mexican  parentage  in  the  ratio  of  about  1  to  2  respec- 


5  See   Table  VII   for   further  details. 
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tively.     This  group  comprised  a  larger  percentage  of  the 
total  population  in  Arizona  than  did  a  similar  group  in  New 
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Fig.  6.      Comparison  of  Illiteracy  in   New  Mexico  from   1870  to   1930   in  the  Age  Group 
Ten   Years  and  Over  with  That  in   Arizona  and  Texas.     (Based  on  Table   VII.) 

Mexico.  There  were  practically  no  illiterates  among  the 
Native  Whites  of  Arizona,  and  relatively  little  among  the 
Foreign-born  Whites  and  Negroes.  The  latter  two  groups 
constitute  a  negligible  portion  of  the  population.     In  con- 
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trast,  in  New  Mexico  approximately  8  per  cent  of  the  Native 
Whites  were  illiterate.  Moreover,  there  was  a  higher  per- 
centage of  illiteracy  in  New  Mexico  in  the  Other  Classes 
than  in  Arizona.  The  percentages  were  approximately  36 
and  29  respectively. 

In  Texas  there  is  much  less  illiteracy  in  the  Native 
White  population  than  in  the  same  group  in  New  Mexico, 
the  percentages  being  1.4  and  7.7  respectively.  The  average 
for  the  United  States  is  1.5  per  cent.  In  Texas  illiteracy 
among  the  Other  Classes  is  approximately  the  same  in 
extent  as  in  New  Mexico,  the  percentages  being  33.8  and 
36.4  respectively.  In  Texas  more  than  one-seventh  of  the 
population  10  years  of  age  and  over  are  Negroes,  and  nearly 
one-tenth  are  Other  Classes.  Practically  all  the  latter 
group  are  persons  born  in  Mexico  or  of  Mexican  parentage. 

The  educational  systems  in  Arizona  and  Texas  seem  to 
be  functioning  slightly  more  effectively  than  the  New  Mex- 
ico system  so  far  as  removing  illiteracy  is  concerned.  In 
the  age  group  10-20  both  Arizona  and  Texas  have  a  smaller 
percentage  of  illiteracy  than  New  Mexico,  the  former  hav- 
ing 5.5  and  the  latter  4.1,  in  contrast  with  5.7  for  New  Mex- 
ico. However,  New  Mexico  is  doing  a  little  better  in  recent 
years  than  Arizona  and  nearly  as  well  as  Texas  on  the 
basis  of  illiteracy  in  the  population  10-14  years  of  age.  The 
percentages  for  the  three  states  are  respectively  4.1,  4.2, 
and  3.3. 
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Part  IV 

Conclusions 

The  data  presented  in  this  report  warrant  the  follow- 
ing conclusions: 

1.  In  New  Mexico  during  the  period  from  1870  to 
1930  there  has  been  a  large  decline  in  the  percentage  of 
illiteracy  in  each  of  the  several  age  groups.  An  illiteracy 
problem  of  considerable  magnitude,  however,  still  exists  in 
the  state,  especially  in  certain  sections  and  in  certain  divi- 
sions of  the  population. 

2.  The  most  serious  problem  of  illiteracy  occurs  in 
the  age  group  21  years  and  over.  This  group  contained 
slightly  more  than  half  the  total  population  of  the  state  in 
1930,  and  yet  in  it  were  more  than  four-fifths  of  the  illit- 
erates. The  lowest  percentage  was  among  children  10-14 
years  of  age.  About  one-twentieth  of  this  group  were  il- 
literate in  1930. 

3.  In  1930  about  55  out  of  every  100  of  the  illiterates 
in  the  state  were  in  the  female  population.  Illiteracy  has 
decreased  slightly  more  rapidly  among  the  females  than 
among  the  males,  and  at  the  present  rate  soon  it  will  be  no 
greater  proportionally  among  the  former  than  among  the 
latter. 

4.  In  1930  in  the  urban  areas  among  children  10-14 
years  old  about  1  child  in  every  100  was  illiterate.  This 
group  contained  the  smallest  percentage  of  illiterates  in 
the  several  age  groups.  In  the  adult  urban  population  21 
years  and  over  about  7  in  every  100  were  illiterate.  In 
the  rural  areas  a  less  favorable  situation  existed,  however. 
Of  the  children  10-14  years  old  about  6  in  every  100  were 
illiterate,  and  of  the  adults  21  years  and  over  about  20  in 
every  100  were  illiterate.  This  latter  group  not  only  con- 
tained the  largest  percentage  of  illiterates  but  also  about 
three-fourths  of  all  illiterates  in  the  state. 

5.  Nine  counties  in  1930,  each  having  more  than  15 
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per  cent  illiteracy,  contained  about  three-fifths  of  all  the 
illiterates  in  New  Mexico.  Several  counties  have  had  a  low 
percentage  of  illiteracy  since  1910  at  least. 

6.  Illiteracy  in  New  Mexico  is  high  in  the  Native 
White  population.  It  is  particularly  high  in  the  group  made 
up  of  Indians  and  persons  born  in  Mexico  or  of  Mexican 
parents  who  have  not  been  enumerated  as  White  or  Indian. 
This  group  comprises  about  20  per  cent  of  the  population 
10  years  of  age  and  over  and  about  half  of  the  illiteracy  in 
New  Mexico.  Census  data  indicate  that  approximately  75 
per  cent  of  the  illiterates  in  New  Mexico  were  born  in  the 
United  States  of  parents  born  in  the  United  States.  A 
large  percentage  of  them  are  native  New  Mexicans. 

7.  Since  1870  illiteracy  in  New  Mexico  has  been  dis- 
tributed much  the  same  as  in  the  United  States  as  a  whole. 
In  practically  every  decade  since  1880  the  lowest  percentage 
of  illiteracy  has  occurred  in  the  age  group  10-14  years,  and 
the  highest  in  the  adult  group  21  years  and  over,  both  in 
the  United  States  and  in  New  Mexico.  The  percentages 
for  each  group  in  New  Mexico  have  been  much  higher  than 
in  the  United  States,  except  for  the  urban  population  10-14 
and  10-20  years  old.  The  differences  have  been  compara- 
tively slight  for  these  two  groups.  In  the  adult  rural  popu- 
lation of  New  Mexico  21  years  and  over  there  is  a  much 
greater  percentage  of  illiteracy  than  in  the  same  group  in 
the  United  States.  Prior  to  1910  in  both  New  Mexico  and 
the  United  States  there  has  been  a  larger  percentage  of 
illiteracy  in  the  female  population  than  in  the  male.  Since 
1910  the  same  condition  has  prevailed  in  New  Mexico ;  but 
in  the  United  States  during  this  period  the  opposite  has  been 
true.  The  difference  has  been  slight  in  the  United  States, 
but  quite  marked  in  New  Mexico. 

8.  New  Mexico  has  consistently  had  a  high  percent- 
age of  illiteracy,  and  in  comparison  with  the  other  states, 
has  always  ranked  close  to  the  bottom  of  the  list,  being 
among  the  states  with  a  large  Negro  population. 

9.  Both  New  Mexico  and  South  Carolina,  the  latter 
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being-  the  state  with  the  highest  percentage  of  illiteracy  in 
1930,  have  had  a  high  percentage  of  illiteracy  since  1870, 
the  percentages  being  much  the  same,  ranging  from  78.5  to 
13.3.  In  1930  only  one  other  state  besides  South  Carolina 
ranked  lower  than  New  Mexico,  namely,  Louisiana.  On  the 
other  hand,  the  states  with  the  median  and  lowest  percent- 
ages of  illiteracy  have  consistently  had  much  less  illiteracy 
than  New  Mexico.  In  1930  the  median  state,  Colorado,  had, 
proportionally,  one-fifth  as  much  illiteracy  as  New  Mexico, 
and  Iowa,  the  lowest  state,  had  approximately  one-sixteenth 
as  much  as  New  Mexico.  Greater  strides  in  reducing  illiter- 
acy have  been  made  by  New  Mexico  than  by  any  of  the 
states  mentioned.  One  should  expect  such  to  be  true,  con- 
sidering how  much  more  widespread  illiteracy  has  been  in 
New  Mexico  than  in  the  other  two  states.  However,  prog- 
ress in  New  Mexico  has  not  been  exceptional  in  the  last 
two  or  three  decades,  nor  such  as  one  would  expect  should 
be  made  in  this  day. 

10.  New  Mexico  has  a  larger  percentage  of  illiteracy 
than  either  Arizona  or  Texas,  two  bordering  states,  com- 
prising a  considerable  percentage  of  Indians,  Spanish- 
speaking  people,  and  Mexican  immigrants.  Notwithstand- 
ing the  fact  that  New  Mexico  has  had  a  much  greater  illit- 
eracy problem  to  contend  with  than  Arizona  and  Texas,  it 
has  made  as  much,  if  not  more,  progress  in  reducing  illiter- 
acy than  either  of  these  states.  From  1920  to  1930,  how- 
ever, Arizona  has  reduced  illiteracy  at  a  more  rapid  rate 
than  New  Mexico.  The  percentage  of  illiteracy  in  New 
Mexico  is  much  higher  among  the  Native  Whites  than  it  is 
among  the  same  group  in  either  of  the  other  two  states  men- 
tioned. The  schools  in  Arizona  and  Texas  seem  to  be  more 
effective  in  reducing  illiteracy  than  the  schools  in  New 
Mexico,  especially  among  the  group  10-20  years  of  age. 


This  study  in  no  way  brings  to  light  the  factors  that 
have  operated  to  lower  the  percentages  of  illiteracy  in  New 
Mexico.     It  is  reasonable,  however,  to  interpret  the  steady 
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progress  in  removing-  illiteracy  as  an  indication  that  our 
public  school  system  is  spreading  its  influence  over  a  wider 
territory  and  into  the  remote  areas.  Likely,  an  influx  of 
population  from  more  progressive  states  has  been  an  im- 
portant factor  in  decreasing  illiteracy.  On  the  other  hand, 
probably  emigration  from  Mexico  has  tended  to  increase  it. 

It  is  logical  to  believe  that  hope  for  progress  toward 
literacy  lies  in  public  education.  But  unless  there  is  a  con- 
certed effort  on  the  part  of  the  state  and  the  federal  gov- 
ernment, progress  from  this  point  on  will  likely  be  slow 
and  uncertain.  Although  illiteracy  may  be  removed  as  a 
matter  of  course,  the  real  solution  should  be  through  vigor- 
ous effort,  planned  to  produce  results  in  a  much  shorter 
period  of  time  than  is  possible  by  pursuing  a  policy  of  lais- 
sez  faire. 

As  a  general  conclusion  it  might  be  said  that  the  trends 
in  New  Mexico  have  been  encouraging  to  those  interested 
in  the  problem  of  reducing  illiteracy.  They  indicate  that 
eventually  illiteracy  in  the  state  will  be  lowered  to  a  point 
that  compares  favorably  with  the  level  in  most  of  the  other 
states.  However,  at  the  present  rate,  it  will  be  at  least  sev- 
eral decades  before  New  Mexico  will  be  in  a  position  to  rank 
among  the  group  of  states  with  low  percentages  of  illiter- 
acy, or  perhaps  even  to  attain  the  average  level  in  the 
United  States.  It  is  possible  that  progress  from  this  point 
on  will  be  slow  on  account  of  the  law  of  diminishing  returns 
beginning  to  operate,  unless  special  effort  is  made  to  main- 
tain a  favorable  rate  of  progress. 

The  evidence  indicates  that  relatively  few  children 
10-16  years  living  in  urban  areas  are  now  illiterate,  but  in 
the  rural  areas  the  percentage  is  still  very  high.  Moreover, 
special  effort  will  have  to  be  made  to  reduce  illiteracy  in 
the  adult  population,  especially  in  the  rural  areas,  in  order 
greatly  to  increase  literacy  during  the  lifetime  of  the  pres- 
ent generation.  The  female  population  should  also  consti- 
tute a  special  point  of  attack,  as  there  is  still  a  larger  per- 
centage of  illiterates  in  this  group  than  in  the  male  group. 
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Illiteracy  is  now  tremendously  high  in  certain  counties,  and 
unless  conditions  are  greatly  improved  in  these  localities 
the  situation  in  the  state  cannot  be  appreciably  improved. 
It  is  to  be  recognized  that  reducing  illiteracy  in  New 
Mexico  is  a  difficult  problem  in  comparison  with  the  task  in 
most  other  states.  New  Mexico  is  confronted  by  conditions 
that  probably  are  equalled  or  paralleled  by  no  state  in 
the  union.  Sparseness  of  popualtion,  bi-lingualism  gen- 
eral throughout  the  state,  tw  distinct  cultures,  and  a  large 
percentage  of  the  population  on  a  low  economic  level  are 
factors  which  make  it  difficult  for  the  educational  system  to 
increase  literacy.  Moreover,  a  considerable  portion  of  the 
population  live  in  remote  areas,  leading  a  life  somewhat 
primitive  and  of  a  nature  that  formal  education  seems  to 
offer  relatively  little  appeal  or  advantage  to  them.  A  com- 
paratively large  Indian  population  under  the  wardship  of 
the  federal  government  further  tends  to  make  illiteracy 
widespread  and  to  keep  the  educational  level  of  the  state 
low  in  comparison  to  that  in  other  states. 
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TABLE  I 


ILLITERACY  IN  NEW  MEXICO   FOR  THE  SEVERAL  AGE 
GROUPS  FROM  1870  TO   1930  t 


Illiterate 

Divisions 

Census 

Population 

%  Decrease 

of 

Year 

of 

Number 

Per 

in  No.  of 

Population 

Groups 

Cent 

Illiterates 
(Over  last 
Census* ) 

Total 

1870 

66,464 

52,220 

78.5 

0.0 

population 

1880 

87,966 

57,156 

65.0 

-9.5 

10   years 

1890 

112,541 

50,070 

44.5 

12.2 

and  over 

1900 

141,282 

46,971 

33.2 

6.2 

1910 

240,990 

48,697 

20.2 

-3.1 

1920 

267,596 

41,637 

15.6 

14.5 

1930 

314,370 

41,845 

13.3 

-0.4 

Male 

1870 

36,415 

23,784 

64.1 

0.0 

10   years 

1880 

48,266 

26,102 

54.1 

-8.8 

and  over 

1890 

61,885 

20,969 

33.9 

16.6 

1900 

76,818 

19,765 

25.7 

5.9 

1910 

131,828 

20,965 

15.9 

-5.7 

1920 

143,826 

18,235 

12.7 

13.0 

1930 

164,369 

18,329 

11.2 

-0.5 

Female 

1870 

32,709 

27,800 

84.9 

0.0 

10    years 

1880 

39,700 

31,053 

78.2 

-10.1 

and  over 

1890 

50,656 

29,101 

57.4 

6.2 

1900 

64,463 

27,206 

42.2 

6.5 

1910 

109,162 

27,732 

25.4 

-1.9 

1920 

123,769 

23,402 

18.9 

15.8 

1930 

150,001 

23,516 

15.7 

0.5 

Total 

1870 

45,058 

35,830 

79.1 

0.0 

population 

1880 

60,492 

37,470 

65.2 

-4.4 

21   years 

1890 

77,743 

40,713 

50.9 

-7.9 

and    over 

1900 

101,949 

37,453 

36.2 

8.0 

1910 

167,789 

39,183 

23.4 

-5.5 

1920 

185,186 

34,952 

18.9 

10.9 

1930 

216,956 

36,306 

16.7 

-3.7 

Total 

1870 

11,446 

8,352 

72.8 

0.0 

population 

1880 

13,635 

8,818 

66.6 

-5.3 

10    to    14 

1890 

15,498 

4,333 

27.1 

39.5 

years 

1900 

21,849 

4,354 

19.8 

-0.4 

1910 

40,831 

4,600 

11.3 

-5.3 

1920 

48,632 

2,820 

5.9 

39.1 

1930 

55,694 

2,809 

5.1 

0.3 

Total 

1870 

21,406 

16.390 

76.5 

0.0 

population 

1880 

27,474 

17,686 

64.4 

-7.3 

10    to    20 

1890 

34,798 

9,357 

34.0 

47.1 

years 

1900 

39,333 

9,518 

24.1 

-1.8 

1910 

73,201 

9,514 

13.2 

0.1 

1920 

82,409 

6,685 

8.1 

29.7 

1930 

97,414 

5,539 

5.7 

17.1 

t  Inclusive.    Various  ages  are  inclusive  also. 
'Negative  signs   indicate  increases. 
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TABLE  II 


ILLITERACY  IN   NEW  MEXICO   IN   THE  URBAN   AND   RURAL   POPULATIONS 
FOR  THE  SEVERAL  AGE  GROUPS  FROM  1910  TO  1930  t 


Divisions 
of 
Population 

Census 
Year 

Population 
of 
Groups 

Number 

Illiterate 

Per 

Cent 

%  Decrease 
in  No.  of 
Illiterates 
( Over  last 
Census*) 

Urban 
10   years 
and  over 

1910 
1920 
1930 

36,451 

51,075 
83,838 

2,842 
3,616 
4,653 

7.8 
7.1 
5.5 

0.0 

-21.3 
-22.3 

21    years 
and    over 

1910 
1920 
1930 

26,752 
37,020 
61,559 

2,472 
3,219 
4,285 

9.2 
8.7 
7.0 

0.0 
-23.2 
-22.3 

10  to   14 
years 

1910 
1920 
1930 

5,267 

8,127 

10,201 

165 
122 
113 

3.2 
1.5 
1.1 

0.0 

26.0 

7.9 

10   to  20 
years 

1910 
1920 
1930 

9,699 
14.055 
22,279 

370 

397 
368 

3.8 
2.8 
1.7 

0.0 

-6.8 

7.9 

Rural 
10    years 
and   over 

1910 
1920 
1930 

204,539 
216,520 
230.532 

45,355 
3S.021 
37,192 

22.4 
17.6 
16.1 

0.0 

14.9 

2.1 

21   years 
and  over 

1910 
1920 
1930 

141,037 
148,166 
155,397 

36,711 
31,733 
32,021 

26.0 
21.4 
20.6 

0.0 
13.5 
-0.9 

10    to    14 
years 

1910 
1920 
1930 

35,564 
39,905 

48,258 

4,431 
2,698 
2,604 

12.5 
6.8 
5.4 

0.0 

39.1 

3.4 

10  to  20 
years 

1910 
1920 
1930 

68,502 
68,354 
75,135 

9,144 

6,288 
5,171 

14.7 
9.2 
6.9 

0.0 
31.2 
17.8 

t  Inclusive.    Various  ages  are  inclusive  also. 
♦Negative  signs   indicate   increases. 
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TABLE  III 


ILLITERACY  IN  NEW  MEXICO,  ARIZONA,   AND  TEXAS  IN  1930  AMONG  THE 
POPULATION   10   YEARS    AND    OVER,    CLASSIFIED   ACCORDING 

TO  NATIVITY 


Illiterate 

Divisions  of 

Population  of 

Percentage  of 

Population 

Group  (10  yrs. 

Number 

Per 

Total  Illiteracy 

and  over) 

Cent 

in  State 

Netv    Mexico 

314,370 

41,845 

13.3 

100.0 

1. 

NATIVE   WHITE 

Native   Parentage 

225,095 

18,468 

8.2 

44.1 

Foreign   or  Mixed 

Parentage 
TOTAL 

17,510 

265 

1.5 

0.6 

242,635 

18,733 

7.7 

44.8 

2. 

FOREIGN   BORN 

WHITE 

7,755 

530 

6.8 

1.3 

3. 

NEGRO 

2,323 

140 

6.0 

0.3 

4. 

OTHER  CLASSES 

Mexican* 

40,938 

10,674 

26.1 

25.5 

Indian 

20,408 

11,744 

57.5 

28.1 

Japanese,  Chinese, 

Filipino,    etc. 
TOTAL 

306 

24 
22,442 

8.5 

0.0 

61,652 

36.4 

53.6 

Arizona 

335,029 

33,969 

10.1 

100.0 

1. 

NATIVE  WHITE 

Native    Parentage 

164,848 

785 

0.5 

2.3 

Foreign   or   Mixed 

Parentage 
TOTAL 

33,009 

175 

0.5 

0.5 

197,857 

960 

0.5 

2.9 

2. 

FOREIGN   BORN 

WHITE 

15,410 

551 

3.6 

1.6 

3. 

NEGRO 

9,125 

366 

4.0 

1.1 

4. 

OTHER   CLASSES 

Mexican 

79,748 

15,378 

19.3 

45.3 

Indian 

30,960 

16,530 

53.4 

48.7 

Japanese,   Chinese 

Filipino,    etc 
TOTAL 

1,929 

184 

9.5 

0.6 

112,637 

32,092 

28.5 

94.5 

Texas 

4,547,987 

308,121 

6.8 

100.0 

1. 

NATIVE    WHITE 

Native    Parentage 

3,000,9-12 

40,777 

1.4 

13.2 

Foreign    or    Mixed 

Parentage 
TOTAL 

292,473 

6,101 

2.1 

2.0 

3,293,415 

46,878 

1.4 

15.2 

2. 

FOREIGN  BORN 

WHITE 

97,764 

7,136 

7.3 

2.3 

3. 

NEGRO 

671,335 

90,225 

13.4 

29.3 

4. 

OTHER  CLASSES 

Mexican 

483,455 

163,622 

33.8 

53.1 

Indian 

787 

144 

18.3 

0.0 

Japanese,   Chinese, 

Filipino,   etc. 
TOTAL 

1,231 

116 

9.4 

0.0 

485,473 

163,882 

33.8 

53.2 

♦Includes  persons  of  Mexican  birth  or  parentage  not  returned  as  White  or  Indian. 
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TABLE   IV 

ILLITERACY    IN    THE    SEVERAL    COUNTIES    OF    NEW    MEXICO    IN    THE 

POPULATION  10  YEARS   OF  AGE  AND  OVER, 

FROM  1910  TO  1930  t 


Counties 

Census 
Year 

Illiterate 
Population              Number                    Per 

Cent 

Rank  on 

Basis  of 

Percentage* 

Bernalillo 

1910 
1920 
1930 

18,022 

22,838 
34,969 

3,223 
2,993 
3,296 

17.9 

13.1 

9.4 

11 

14 
13 

Catron 

1910 
1920 
1930 

1 

277 

11.2 

— 

2,467 

19 

Chaves 

1910 
1920 
1930 

12,600 

9,464 

15,102 

398 
395 
700 

3.2 
4.2 
4.6 

3 
5 
6 

Colfax 

1910 
1920 
1930 

12,690 
15,719 
14,337 

1,790 
1,329 
1,160 

14.1 
8.5 

8.1 

9 

9 

10 

Curry 

1910 
1920 
1930 

8,427 

8,355 

12,021 

106 
111 
131 

1.3 
1.3 

1.1 

1 
3 
3 

De   Baca 

1910 
1920 
1930 

170 
181 

7.1 

8.1 

2,411 
2,236 

7 
8 

Dona  Ana 

1910 
1920 
1930 

9,428 
12,195 
20,031 

2,631 
3,089 
3,031 

27.9 
25.3 
16.5 

20 
24 
25 

Eddy 

1910 
1920 
1930 

9,189 

6,843 

11,837 

417 

904 

1,282 

4.5 

12.2 
10.8 

5 
15 

17 

Grant 

1910 
1920 
1930 

11,099 
16,318 
13,982 

2,285 
1,861 
1,375 

20.2 

11.4 

9.8 

16 
12 
14 

Guadalupe 

1910 
1920 
1930 

7,858 
5.819 
5,059 

1,462 
869 
584 

18.6 
14.9 
11.5 

13 
18 
20 

Harding 

1910 
1920 
1930 

262 

8.1 

3,244 

9 

Hidalgo 

1910 
1920 
1930 

523 
334 

16.3 
9.2 

-3,214 
3,633 

19 
12 

Lea 

1910 
1920 
1930 

22 
28 

0.8 
0.6 

2,694 
4,867 

1 
1 

Lincoln 

1910 
1920 
1930 

5,705 
5,751 
5,387 

1,043 
689 
557 

18.3 
12.0 
10.3 

12 
13 
15 

Luna 

1910 
1920 
1930 

3,069 

10,409 

4,741 

327 
734 
346 

10.7 
7.1 
7.3 

7 
8 
7 

McKinley 

1910 
1920 
1930 

9,069 
10,114 
14,896 

5,481 
4,627 
5,286 

60.5 
39.8 
35.5 

26 

29 
30 

Mora 

1910 
1920 
1930 

9,142 
9,960 
7,374 

1,716 
1,044 
1.025 

18.8 
10.5 
13.9 

14 
10 
22 

(Continued ) 
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TABLE  IV  (Concluded) 


ILLITERACY    IN    THE    SEVERAL    COUNTIES    OF    NEW    MEXICO    IN    THE 

POPULATION   10   YEARS   OF  AGE   AND   OVER, 

FROM   1910   TO   1930  t 


Counties 

Census 
Year 

Population 

Number 

Illiterate 

Per 
Cent 

Rank  on 

Basis  of 

Percentage* 

Otero 

1910 
1920 

1930 

5,183 

5.934 

733 

628 
637 
790 

12.1 
10.7 

10.8 

8 
11 

18 

Quay- 

1910 
1920 
1930 

10,775 
7,702 
8,336 

430 
260 
272 

4.0 
3.4 
3.3 

4 
4 
5 

Rio   Arriba 

1910 
1920 
1930 

12.083 
14,054 
15,205 

3,970 
3,921 
2,869 

32.9 
27.9 
18.9 

23 
26 
27 

Roosevelt 

1910 
1920 
1930 

8,539 
4,840 
8,392 

121 
43 

74 

1.4 
0.9 
0.9 

2 
2 
2 

Sandoval 

1910 
1920 
1930 

6,380 
6,484 

8,087 

2,969 
2,309 
1,826 

46.5 
35.6 
22.6 

25 

28 

28 

San  Juan 

1910 
1920 
1936 

5,999 

6,012 

10,275 

1,870 
1,901 
4.066 

31.2 
31.6 
39.6 

22 
27 
31 

San    Miguel 

1910 
1920 
1930 

16,936 

16,998 
17,477 

4,296 
3,548 
3,018 

25.4 
20.9 
17.3 

18 
23 
26 

Santa    Fe 

1910 
1920 
1930 

11,240 
11,530 
14,666 

2,271 
1,987 
1,875 

20.2 
17.2 
12.8 

15 
20 
21 

Sierra 

1910 
1920 
1930 

2,614 
3,390 
4,046 

571 
455 
330 

21.8 
13.4 

8.2 

17 
17 
21 

Socorro 

1910 
1920 
1930 

10,819 

10,253 

7,092 

2,785 
1,894 
1,153 

25.7 
18.5 
16.3 

19 
21 

24 

Taos 

1910 
1920 
1930 

8,851 

9,196 

10,323 

2,549 
1,747 
1,604 

28.8 
19.0 
15.5 

21 
22 
23 

Torrance 

1910 
1920 
1930 

7,328 
6,972 
6,895 

1,071 
920 
736 

14.6 
13.2 
10.7 

10 
16 
16 

Union 

1910 
1920 
1930 

8,274 

12,123 

8,318 

792 
668 
244 

9.6 
5.5 
2.9 

6 
6 

4 

Valencia 

1910 
1920 
1930 

9,681 

9,973 

11,742 

3.495 
2,857 
2,864 

36.1 
25.9 
24.4 

24 
25 
29 

NEW  MEXICO 

1910 
1920 
1930 

240.990 
267,595 
314,370 

48,697 
41,637 
41,845 

20.2 
15.6 
13.3 

•The   county    with    the   lowest    percentage    of    illiteracy    is    ranked    1,    the    next    2, 
and  so  on. 

t  Inclusive.      Various   ages   are   inclusive   also. 

t  All  blank  spaces  indicate  that  the  county  had  not  been  formed  at  that  time. 
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TABLE  V 


ILLITERACY   IN   THE   UNITED   STATES   IN   THE   VARIOUS   AGE   GROUPS 

FROM  1870  TO  1930  t 


Illiterate 

Divisions 

Census 

Population 

Per 

%  Decrease 

of 

Year 

of 

Number 

Cent 

in  No.  of 

Population 

Groups 

Illiterates 
(Over  last 
Census*) 

Total 

1870 

28,228,945 

5,658,144 

20.0 

0.0 

population 

1880 

36,761,607 

6,239,958 

17.0 

-9.3 

10    years 

1890 

47,413,559 

6,324,702 

13.3 

-1.3 

and    over 

1900 

57,929,825 

6,180,069 

10.7 

2.3 

1910 

71,580,270 

5,515,163 

7.7 

10.7 

1920 

82,739,385 

4,931,905 

6.0 

10.5 

1930 

98,725,047 

4,283,753 

4.3 

13.2 

Male 

1870 

14,258,865 

2,503,317 

17.2 

0.0 

10    years 

1880 

18,735,980 

2,966,421 

15.8 

-13.1 

and    over 

1890 

24,352,659 

3,008,222 

12.4 

-1.3 

1900 

29,928,804 

3,055,056 

10.2 

-1.5 

1910 

37,027,558 

2,814,950 

7.6 

7.8 

1920 

42,289,669 

2,540,209 

6.0 

9.6 

1930 

49,949,798 

2,198,293 

4.4 

13.7 

Female 

1870 

13,970,079 

3,248,283 

23.2 

0.0 

10    years 

1880 

18,025,627 

3,273.537 

1S.2 

-0.8 

and    over 

i-;io 

23,060,900 

3,316,840 

14.4 

-1.2 

1900 

28,295,796 

3,191,801 

11.3 

13.8 

1910 

34,552,712 

2,701,213 

7.8 

15.3 

1920 

40,449,446 

2,391.696 

5.9 

12.1 

1930 

48,773,249 

2,085,460 

4.3 

11.1 

Total 

1870 

18,536,901 

3,699,807 

19.9 

0.0 

population 

1880 

25,453,277 

4.204,383 

16.7 

-11.4 

21  years 

1890 

33,723,477 

4,929,460 

14.5 

-14.7 

and   over 

1900 

40,762,007 

4,886,676 

12.0 

0.9 

1910 

51,554,905 

5,570,017 

8.9 

6.8 

1920 

60,886,520 

4,333,111 

7.1 

5.2 

1930 

72,943,624 

3,863,215 

5.3 

10.8 

Total 

1870 

4,786,189 

1,010,705 

21.4 

0.0 

population 

1880 

5,615,186 

1,131,955 

19.2 

-9.8 

10  to   14  years 

1890 

7,033,509 

731,688 

10.4 

34.2 

1900 

8,080,234 

577,649 

7.1 

20.1 

1910 

9,027,707 

370,136 

4.1 

34.4 

1920 

10,641,137 

246.360 

2.3 

36.1 

1930 

13,101,612 

195,304 

1.4 

27.3 

Total 

1870 

9,692,945 

1,958,337 

20.4 

0.0 

population 

1880 

11.308,330 

2,035,575 

18.1 

-8.6 

10   to   20   years 

1890 

13,690,072 

1,395,242 

10.2 

31.4 

1900 

17,167,817 

1,293,393 

7.7 

6.7 

1910 

18,190,000 

818,550 

4.5 

35.9 

1920 

21,852,795 

598,794' 

2.7 

26.8 

1930 

25,799,423 

420,538 

1.6 

29.7 

t  Inclusive.    Various  ages  are  inclusive  also. 
♦Negative  signs  indicate  increases. 
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TABLE  VI 


ILLITERACY  IN  THE  UNITED  STATES   IN  THE  URBAN  AND   RURAL 

POPULATIONS    FOR  THE   SEVERAL   AGE   GROUPS 

'  FROM   1910   TO   1930  t 


Divisions 

of 
Population 

Census 
Year 

Population 

Illiterate 
Number 

Per 
Cent 

(O 

%  Decrease 

in  No.  of 

Illiterates 

ver  preceding 

Census*) 

Urban 
10    years 
and    over 

1910 
1920 
1930 

34,278,790 
43,798,576 
57,117,322 

1,748,830 
1,955,112 
1,800,694 

5.1 
4.4 
3.2 

0.(1 

-10.7 

7.9 

21    years 
and   over 

1910 
1920 
1930 

25,837,435 
33,939,092 
43,896,714 

1,575,684 
1,867,441 
1,734,711 

6.1 
5.5 
4.0 

0.0 

10.6 

7.1 

10   to    14 
years 

1910 
1920 
1930 

4,287,970 
5,486,700 
5,949,693 

39,124 
28,710 
23,798 

0.9 
0.5 
0.4 

0.0 
27.3 
17.1 

10   to   20 
years 

1910 
1920 
1930 

8,441,355 
10,039,484 
13,220,608 

173,146 
87,671 
65,863 

2.1 
0.9 

0.5 

0.0 
50.3 
26.5 

Rural 

10    years 
and    over 

1910 
1920 
1930 

37,301,480 
38,760,739 
41,605,725 

3,767,333 
2,796,793 
2,483,149 

10.1 

7.7 
6.0 

0.0 
26.4 
11.3 

21    years 

and    over 

1910 
1920 
1930 

25,717,473 
26.947,428 
29,046,910 

2,994,333 
2,465,670 
2,12s.  i ;  i 

11.6 
9.1 

7.3 

0.0 
14.3 
14.1 

10    to    14 
years 

1910 
1920 
1930 

4,940,385 
5,976,825 
6,055,184 

301,356 

227,119 
154,435 

6.1 
3.8 
2.6 

0.0 
24.2 
32.1 

10   to   20 
years 

1910 
1920 
1930 

11.584.000 
11,813,311 
12,558,815 

773,000 
511,123 
354,675 

6.8 
4.3 

2.8 

0.0 
33.8 
30.6 

t  Inclusive.     Various  ages  are  inclusive  also. 
♦Negative   signs    indicate   increases. 
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TABLE  VII 


ILLITERACY   FROM   1870  TO   1930  t   IN  THE   POPULATION   10   YEARS   OF  AGE 

AND  OVER   IN   NEW   MEXICO   AND  CERTAIN  OTHER  STATES 

SELECTED  FOR  COMPARISON 


State 


Census 
Year 


Population 

( 10  years  and 

over) 


Illiterate 
Number  Per  Cent 


Arizona 


Colorado 


Iowa 


New    Mexico 


South    Carolina 


Texas 


1870 
1880 
1890 
1900 
1910 
1920 
1930 

1870 
1880 
1890 
1900 
1910 
1920 
1930 

1S70 
18S0 
1890 
1900 
1910 
1920 
1930 

1870 
l>so 
1890 
1900 
1910 
1920 
1930 

1870 
1880 
1890 
1900 
1910 
1920 
1930 

1870 
1880 
1890 
1900 
1910 
1920 
1930 


8,237 

32,922 

46.076 

94,147 

157,659 

255.461 

335,029 

37,631 
158,220 
327,896 
425,424 
640,846 
747,485 
835,341 

900,740 
1,181,641 
1,441,308 
1,711,789 
1,760,286 
1,913,155 
2,007,699 

66,464 
37,966 
112i541 
141,282 
240,990 
267.595 
314,370 

529,205 

667,456 

802,406 

942,402 

1,078,161 

1,219,316 

1,292,939 

571,075 
1,064,196 
1,564,755 
2,163,913 

2,848,904 
3,556,614 

4,547,987 


2.753 
5,8-42 
10,785 
27,307 
32.953 
39,131 
33,969 

6,823 
10,474 
17,180 
17,779 
23,780 
24,208 
23,141 

45,671 
46,609 
52,061 
40,172 
29,889 
20,680 
15,879 

52,220 
57,156 
50,070 
46,971 
48,697 
41,637 
41,845 

290,379 
369,848 
360.705 
338,659 
276,980 
220,667 
192,878 

221,703 
316,432 
308,873 
314,018 
282,904 
295,844 
308,121 


33.4 
17.7 
23.4 
29.0 
20.9 
15.3 
10.1 

18.1 
6.6 
5.2 
4.2 
3.7 
3.2 
2.8 

5.7 
3.9 
3.6 
2.3 

1.7 
1.1 
0.8 

78.5 
65.0 
44.5 
33.2 
20.2 
15.6 
13.3 

55.8 
55.4 
45.0 
35.9 
25.7 
18.1 
14.9 

38.8 

29.7 

19.7 

14.5 

9.9 

8.3 

6.8 


Note  :  South  Carolina,  Colorado,  and  Iowa  in  1930  were  the  states  with  the  high- 
est, median,  and  lowest  percentage  of  illiteracy,  respectively.  Arizona  and  Texas  are 
states  bordering  New  Mexico,  and  which  have  populations  somewhat  similar  to  that  in 
New  Mexico. 

t  Inclusive.    Various  ages  are  inclusive  also. 


